
Falmouth Civic Society 
Minutes of the AGM  held on Friday 18th March 2016 6pm at the Athenaeum 

Club, Kimberley Place, Falmouth 

1. Apologies: Margaret Jenks, Helen Johnson, Chris and Eleanor Williams, 

Chris Smith, Richard Shapland, Jon and Judy may, Hilda and Gordon 

Maundrell, Chris and Annie Firth, Carole Inman, Rosemary Sharpe 

2. Minutes of the meeting of 20th March 2015 were approved and signed. 

3. Matters arising: None 

4. Treasurer’s Report: the Treasurer’s report audited by Richard 

      Shapland was signed by the Chairman. 

5. Chairman’s report:  

At last St George & the Dragon has been restored. Thank you to all of you who 
contributed to it. We raised all the money needed (with some tireless help from  
Heather Rowley and Jane Boriosi contacting business and setting up collection  
boxes). There will be an unveiling ceremony and entertainment at 12.30pm at  
the St George’s Arcade on Saturday 23rd April – of course this is St George’s Day.  
Last year our main worries were the sale of Marlborough House, and the  
proposed development at Swanpool. Marlborough House was bought privately  
with an intention, or at least rumour of restoring it as a family home – we hope  
this actually is the case. A planning application for the repairs is currently  
submitted by a company called B H (Marlborough) Ltd the sole Director being  
Karen Ross and their agent is Mr Christopher Lee of Burley House Ltd in Surrey  
and accountancy and tax consultancy business (Karen Ross is also a Director).  
Both companies are registered at the same address, and you will have to draw  
your own conclusions about this. However, the schedule of works looks  
convincing and acceptable, but the floor plans submitted are amateur and not of  
a standard that gives huge confidence. But as it is Grade II* listed, it is probable  
that the Conservation Officer and maybe Heritage England will ensure it is  
properly done.  
Swanpool was refused planning permission, but Linden Homes have stated their  
intention to appeal and have tried to, I can only say, blackmail their way to  
acceptance by threats to charge the Council costs and loss of income. It would be  
a disgrace if they bullied their way to getting approval. 
But the most significant things have been the Town Council setting up the  
process to undertake a Neighbourhood Plan, and to impose a restriction on the  
conversion of homes in to student accommodation – HMOs through what is  
called and Article 4 Direction, and the setting up of Falmouth Area Coastal  
Community Team to draw up an economic plan for the area. We are significantly  
involved in these initiatives – all trying to make Falmouth a better place. 
Helen Johnson posed an idea for a competition for Primary School children to say  
‘Why I Love Falmouth’. It proved very successful with 80+ entries, and we gave  
prizes for a winner, runners up and commendations, which were all presented by  
the Mayor in the FTC Council Chamber.  
We have also played our part in the Falmouth Spring Clean last weekend. 
Two other things to note in passing. A group has been set up called Falmouth  



Afoot, who are campaigning to part pedestrianize and manage better the main  
streets through Falmouth. We are members and they have met twice and also  
had a meeting with Bert Biscoe the Transport portfolio holder of Cornwall  
Council. 
Your Chairman has been fortunate, or unfortunate depending on your point of  
view, to have been asked by Civic Voice to represent Cornwall on their Regional  
Forum (which meets in London) and also to be a member of their Expert Panel. 
Last year our talks and visits included: talks by Bert Biscoe, Andreena Cossey, and  
Michael Hormann. We visited the Maritime Museum Library and the Marine  
School. And of course, we look forward to tonight’s talk by Henrietta Boex.  
During next year we are planning talks on the history of Falmouth and a visit to  
the Seaman’s Mission. We are looking for more, and will welcome suggestions  
from you. Also for any ideas for visits, as at the moment we don’t have any in the  
pipeline. We have been invited to visit the Quaker Graveyard. 
There are many thanks to give: 
First and foremost Angela Beale, our Secretary, who has done wonders for our  
society. We have been without a Treasurer for the year, but I am happy to say  
that Jay Gidman has agreed to take on the role, for which we are very grateful.  
Also we sincerely thank Richard Shapland who again has acted as the  
independent auditor for our accounts. Last year our Membership Secretary Joan  
Campbell stood down; she did a grand job and I am delighted to say that Helen  
and Mike Johnson have stepped into that role and working wonders - Mike  
Johnson is also investigating a Town Trail for us. Also an exciting new  
development is that we have now a Social Secretary and Jane Boriosi is very ably  
taking this role.  
And, of course thanks are due to all the other committee members: Margaret  
Jenks, Heather Rowley and also Rebecca Heane and Michael Hormann. A lot is  
done by a few people, so we would like to hear from anyone interested in joining  
the committee.  
As usual, at this point in the meeting is when I stand down. Nominations and  
seconders for the post of Chairman for the coming year are now requested. 

6. Nomination and election of Chairman: Mike Jenks was proposed by Jay 

Gidman and seconded by Heather Rowley 

7. Nomination and election of officers, Hon Secretary, Angela Beale was 

proposed by Mike Jenks and seconded by Joan Campbell. Hon Treasurer, 

Jay Gidman was proposed by Angela Beale and seconded by Mike Jenks. 

Hon Membership Secretaries, Mike and Helen Johnson, proposed by 

Jane Boriosi and seconded by Helen Ellis. Social Secretary, Jane Boriosi 

proposed by Joan Campbell and seconded Jay Gidman. 

8. The remaining members of the committee were proposed and elected 

en bloc. 

9. Members’ questions 

Jay Gidman thanked everyone for all the support in keeping Ships and 

Castles open. 

David Sharpe asked how many members we had. Mike Johnson replied 

115. He said that we need to attract more younger members. 



On concern about Marlborough House, Paul Ensom mentioned the name 

of the holding company that now owns it. He hoped that it will still be 

used for residential accommodation. 

David Sharpe mentioned the sale of Ocean Bowl and reported 

conversion of the site into student accommodation. Candy Atherton 

thought it better to have well designed and managed student 

accommodation than the conversion of more family homes into HMOs. 

Mike Jenks agreed with this, saying that his experience in Cambridge was 

of student apartments that were in keeping with the street scene and 

were well managed. 

10. Close of Annual General Meeting at 6.35pm followed by a talk by 

Henrietta Boex, Director of Falmouth Art Gallery on the life and work of 

Clough Williams Ellis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


